THE GREAT vSTATE AND THE COUNTRY-SIDE

swimming-baths; specialised medical advice and
special instruction; facilities for higher education;
large shops, with a full variety of choice for their
customers; the invigorating interchange of the so-
cial intercourse of large gatherings; all these things
demand a town of a fairly extensive size for their
accomplishment. The torpor of the rural dwellers
of to-day is largely the consequence of having to
do without these advantages of the city: and they
will remain torpid until some method is discovered
of placing them within the reach of the countryman
and wT>man. The countryman of the Great State
will always be within easy reach of the town. In-
deed, when we consider the organisation of the
agricultural work of this Great State it will seem
probable that comparatively few people will live
outside the town. This agricultural business we
will now consider in some detail; after which we
shall be the better able to view the picture as a
whole.

After all, the main purpose of the country, in
the material sense at least, is to pasture beasts and
grow corn and fruits and vegetables and trees. It
is the manufacturing place of our food: and the
people who live there are the producers of animal
and vegetable wealth. The country must be or-
ganised and worked with that end in view. No
one who knows anything of the technicalities of
farming will deny that this work of producing agri-
cultural wealth is done exceedingly inefficiently to-
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